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ARTICLE XIII. - NOISE RESTRICTIONS 

Sec. 13-275. - Definitions. 

When used in the context of this article, the following definitions shall apply: 

A-weighted sound level: shall mean the sound pressure level in decibels as measured on a sound 
level meter using the A-weighted network. This level is designated dB(A) or dBA. 

Background sound pressure level: shall mean that measured value which represents the summation 
of the sound from all of the discrete sources affecting a given site at a given time, exclusive of extraneous 
sounds and the sound from the source under investigation. Background sounds are those that are 
relatively constant at the point of measurement. 

Boundary line: an imaginary line exterior to any enclosed structure, at the ground surface and its 
vertical extension, which separates the real property owned by one (1) person from that owned by 
another person. 

Commercial: shall mean any premises where offices, clinics, kennels, shopping and service 
establishments or similar retail establishments exist and where the use of less than twenty-five (25) per 
cent of the gross floor area meets the definition of residential premises. 

Construction: shall mean any site preparation, assembly, erection, substantial repair, alteration, or 
similar action. 

Daytime: shall mean the hours between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

Decibel: shall mean a logarithmic unit of measure often used in measuring magnitudes of sound. 
Represented by the symbol dB. 

Extraneous sound: shall mean a short-duration or intermittent sound that is neither part of the 
background sound, nor comes from the source under investigation. 

Impulsive sound: shall mean sound of short duration, usually less than one (1) second, with an 
abrupt onset and rapid decay. Examples of sources of impulsive sound include explosions, drop forge 
impacts, and the discharge of firearms. 

Industrial: shall mean any premises where manufacturing, processing or fabrication of goods or 
products takes place. 

Leq: shall mean an average measure of continuous noise that has the equivalent acoustic energy of 
the fluctuating signal over the same period. The time period of monitoring will be continuous over a 
minimum of fifteen (15) minutes and will use the A-weighting network reported in decibel units. 

Nighttime: shall mean the hours between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

Noise: shall mean sound that is measured as the sound pressure level in decibels (dB). 

Noise nuisance: shall mean any loud, irritating, vexing or disturbing sound originating from a nearby 
property under separate ownership which causes injury, discomfort, or distress of a person of reasonable 
nervous sensibilities. 

Person: shall mean any individual, firm, association, partnership, corporation or any other entity, 
public or private. 

Pure tone: shall mean any sound that can be distinctly heard as a single pitch or a set of single 
pitches. 

Residential: shall mean any premise where single or multiple dwelling units exist and shall include 
schools, libraries, churches, hospitals, nursing homes and similar institutional facilities including any 
commercial premise where the use of more than twenty-five (25) per cent of the gross floor area meets 
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this definition of residential premise. However, motels and hotels shall be considered commercial 
properties. 

Sound: shall mean an oscillation in pressure, stress, particle displacement and particle velocity which 
induce auditory sensation. 

Sound pressure level: shall mean twenty (20) times the logarithm to the base ten (10) of the ratio of 
the pressure of a sound to the reference pressure of twenty (20) micronewtons per square meter (20 × 
106 Newtons/meter2). 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-276. - Method of noise measurement. 

(a) Sound level meter. Whenever portions of this article prohibit sound levels over a certain decibel limit, 
measurement of said sound levels shall be made with standardized sound meters, using the A-
weighting network meeting the standards prescribed by the American National Standards Institute. 
The instruments shall be maintained in calibration and good working order. Calibration corrections 
shall be employed in meeting the response specifications prior to every sampling event. 
Measurements recorded shall be taken so as to provide a proper representation of the noise being 
measured. The microphone shall be positioned so as not to create any unnatural enhancement or 
diminution of the measured noise. Windscreens shall be used whenever appropriate. 

(b) Background sound level measurement. When the sound under investigation can be discontinued, 
the background sound shall be measured at the same location where the total sound was measured. 
When the sound under investigation cannot be reasonably discontinued, the background sound may 
be measured at an alternative location. The alternative location should be as close as feasible to the 
location of the total sound measurement, but so located that the source under investigation has no 
effect on the background sound level measurement. The size and distribution of buildings in the 
vicinity, the local topography, and the traffic at the alternate location should be reasonably similar to 
the conditions at the location of the total sound level measurements. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-277. - Noise nuisances. 

(a) The following acts, among others not hereinafter enumerated, are declared to be "noise nuisances", 
and are unlawful and in violation of the provisions of this article when such acts are done or 
accomplished or carried on in such a manner, or with such volume, intensity, or with continued 
duration, so as to annoy, distress, or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of any person of 
reasonable nervous sensibilities within the vicinity or hearing thereof, or so as to endanger or injure 
the safety or health of humans, or so as to interfere with the physical well being of humans, or so as 
to endanger or injure personal or real property: 

(1) Advertising or attracting attention. The crying, calling, or shouting, in person or by mechanical 
device, or the use of any whistle, rattle, bell, gong, clapper, hammer, drum, horn, loudspeaker, 
with or without amplifier, hand organ, or other devices or instruments, musical or otherwise, for 
the purpose of advertising any candidates for elective office, any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
or for the purpose of attracting attention to or inviting persons to any place of amusement, to 
any performance or show, or to any business or similar activity. 

(2) Animals. Owning, keeping, possessing or harboring any animal or animals (including fowl) 
which, by frequent or habitual noisemaking, unreasonably disturb or interfere with the use, 
comfort, and repose of neighboring persons. The provisions of this subsection shall apply to all 
public and private facilities, including any animal shelter, commercial kennel, or veterinary clinic, 
which holds or treats animals. 
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(3) Motor vehicle exhaust system. Discharging, or permitting to be discharged into the open air, the 
exhaust of a motor vehicle or other vehicle except through a muffler, or similar device, which will 
effectively and efficiently prevent loud and unreasonable noises. 

(4) Motor vehicle signal device. The continued or frequent sounding of any horn or other signal 
device on any automobile or vehicle, motorcycle, bus or other vehicle, except as a danger or 
warning signal. 

(5) Motor vehicles out of repair. Operating or permitting to be operated any motor vehicle or other 
vehicle so out of repair or overloaded in such a manner, which emits or creates a loud and 
[un]reasonable noise. 

(6) Motor vehicle stereo systems. The playing of any stereo system, whether stationary or located 
within a motor vehicle, in such a manner or with such volume as to disturb persons within fifty 
(50) feet of the stereo system or motor vehicle containing the stereo system or as to 
substantially impair the use or enjoyment of public or private property. 

(7) Loudspeakers used on vehicles. The use of mechanical loudspeakers or amplifiers on trucks or 
other moving vehicles for the purpose of advertising any show, sale or display of merchandise, 
or any other purpose. 

(8) Yelling, shouting, etc. The raucous shouting, whistling, yelling, singing, hooting, or crying of 
peddlers, hawkers, vendors or any other persons. 

(9) Radios, musical instruments, and similar devices. The playing or permitting or causing the 
playing of any radio, television, phonograph, stereo system, drum, musical instrument, sound 
amplifier or similar device which produces, reproduces, or amplifies sound in a manner that 
unreasonably disturbs or interferes with the peace, comfort, and repose of persons on bounding 
property, or in any dwelling, apartment, hotel, motel, or other type of residence. 

(10) Air horns and whistles. The sounding of an air horn or whistle by a train or other vehicle on a 
train track within the city while approaching an area of such tracks that has a road, street or 
highway that allows vehicular traffic to cross such tracks, at a time when such crossing is 
marked by lights, bells, or other audible signals, as well as arms that drop across and block the 
entire portion of the roadway that crosses such tracks, specifically on the Union Pacific Railroad 
tracks, between Jefferson and Main Streets, from Mile Post 234.56 (Bagdad Road) to Mile Post 
235.95 (Belt Line Road). 

(11) Restricted hours of operation. 

a. Building construction. The erection including excavation, demolition, alteration or repair of 
any building, structure or appurtenance thereto, within any residential district or within three 
hundred (300) feet of any residential structure, shall be limited to daytime hours, except in 
the case of urgent necessity in the interest of public safety, for which approval shall be 
obtained from the chief building official. This restriction shall also apply to the clearing of 
land prior to future development. 

b. Street construction. The erection including excavation, demolition, alteration or repair of 
any street, alley or appurtenance thereto, within any residential district or within three 
hundred (300) feet of any residential structure, shall be limited to daytime hours, except in 
the case of urgent necessity in the interest of public safety, for which approval shall be 
obtained from the city engineer. 

c. Trash compaction and collection. The generation of noise from the operation of any trash 
compacting mechanism on any motor vehicle or on any premise, or the collection of any 
trash, rubbish, or garbage, within any residential district or within three hundred (300) feet 
of any residential structure, shall be limited to daytime hours, except in the case of urgent 
necessity in the interest of public safety, for which approval shall be obtained from the solid 
waste manager. 
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d. Loading and unloading operations. The generation of noise from the loading or unloading 
of trucks or similar large type vehicles (one (1) ton and over); including the opening, 
closing, or other handling of boxes, crates, containers, building material, or similar 
operations connected with loading or unloading of such vehicles, within any residential 
district or within three hundred (300) feet of any residential structure, shall be limited to 
daytime hours, except in the case of urgent necessity in the interest of public safety, for 
which approval shall be obtained from the environmental services director. 

e. Truck idling. The operation of any engine of any standing motor vehicle with a weight in 
excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds manufacturer's Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW), 
within any residential district or within three hundred (300) feet of any residential structure, 
shall be limited to a period not to exceed fifteen (15) minutes, provided however, that 
vehicles confined and operated within an enclosed structure shall not be subject to the 
provisions of this section. 

f. Vehicle repairs or testing. The repairing, rebuilding, modifying or testing of any motor 
vehicle (including off-road vehicles) or watercraft in such a manner as to cause a noise 
disturbance, within any residential district or within three hundred (300) feet of any 
residential structure, shall be limited to daytime hours. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-278. - Vibration. 

(a) For the purpose of this section, "vibration perception threshold" means the minimum ground- or 
structure-borne vibrational motion necessary to cause a reasonable person to be aware of the 
vibration by such direct means as, but not limited to, sensation by touch or visual observation of 
moving objects. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to operate, or to permit or to cause the operation of any device that creates 
vibration which is above the vibration perception threshold of an individual at or beyond the property 
of the source if on private property or at fifty (50) feet from the source if in a public space or public 
right-of-way. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-279. - Exceptions. 

The provisions of this article shall not apply to: 

(1) The emission of sound for the purpose of alerting persons to an emergency.

(2) The sound was produced by an authorized emergency vehicle.

(3) The sound was produced by emergency work necessary to restore public utilities, or to restore 
property to a safe condition, or to protect persons or property from imminent danger following 
fire, accident, or natural disaster. 

(4) The sound generated by a parade and spectators and participants on the parade route during a 
city-approved parade. 

(5) The sound generated from normal activities conducted on public playgrounds and public or 
private school grounds, included but not limited to, school athletic and school entertainment 
events. 

(6) The sound generated by any activity regulation thereof that has been preempted by state or 
federal law, including, but not limited to, sound produced by aircraft in flight. 

(7) The sound generated by any church or clock carillons, bells, or chimes.
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(8) The sound generated by any vehicle of the city while engaged in necessary public business.

(9) The sound generated by spectators and participants of any outdoor event, race, festival, or 
concert that was sponsored, or co-sponsored by the city. 

(10) The sound generated in the discharge of weapons from a historical reenactment or a fireworks 
display permitted by the city. 

(11) The sound generated by any governmental body in the performance of a governmental function. 

(12) The sound generated by the normal maintenance of property provided the activities take place 
during daytime hours. 

(13) The sound generated by any other lawful activity that constitutes protected expression pursuant 
to the First Amendment of the United States Constitution. By this exception, it is not intended to 
restrict or extend the rights of citizens to the valid expression of their rights and beliefs. Any 
protected expression retains with it the responsibility to exercise such expression with regard to 
the rights and sensibilities of others, and within reasonable time and place limitations imposed 
by other legal standards. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-280. - Noise sensitive/quiet zones. 

(a) It is unlawful for any person to create any noise which causes the noise level at any school, hospital 
or similar health care institution, church, or library while the same in use, to exceed the noise 
standards specified in section 13-282 prescribed for the assigned noise zone in which the school, 
hospital or similar health care institution, church or library is located, or which noise level 
unreasonably interferes with the usage of such institutions, or which unreasonably disturbs or 
annoys patients in a hospital, convalescent home or similar health care institution. 

(b) All such designated zones must be marked by conspicuous signs that are displayed within one-tenth 
mile of the institution or facility. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-281. - Designated noise zones. 

(a) Noise Zone 1: All residential structures or properties. 

(b) Noise Zone 2: All commercial properties. 

(c) Noise Zone 3: All manufacturing, industrial, or governmental properties. 

(d) Noise Zone 4: All properties designated as having entertainment as a major use by the city council. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-282. - Maximum permissible sound levels. 

(a) The following noise standards, unless otherwise specifically indicated, shall apply to all property 
within a designated noise zone: 

Noise Standards 

Noise Zones Time of Day Average Equivalent Sound Levels (Leq)
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Noise Zone 1
6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

65 dB(A)
58 dB(A)

Noise Zone 2
6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

67 dB(A)
60 dB(A)

Noise Zone 3
6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

70 dB(A)
65 dB(A)

Noise Zone 4
6:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m.
1:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m.

80 dB(A)
60 dB(A)

 

(b) When noise contains strong pure tone components or is impulsive, 5 dB(A) shall be subtracted from 
the appropriate limitation. 

(c) If the background sound level exceeds the applicable standard, the background level shall be the 
standard. 

(d) Measurements may be taken at a point on adjacent private property or on either side of an adjacent 
public right-or-way at or near the boundary line of the property where the noise is generated. 

(e) When the noise zone of the property on which the source of sound originates differs from the 
designation of the property on which the sound is measured, the more restrictive noise standard 
shall apply. This requirement shall not apply to properties within the Zone 4 classification. 

(f) At any time in a measurement period, no noise may exceed the maximum sound level standard plus 
20 dB(A). 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-283. - Noise abatement studies. 

(a) An existing facility which exceeds the noise limitation levels in this article may be required by the 
city's environmental services director to submit a noise abatement study to the city that details the 
steps that will be taken to bring the facility into compliance. The study must be conducted by a 
qualified person approved by the city's environmental services director. The study must contain at a 
minimum the following: 

(1) A description of the facility.

(2) An analysis of the source of the noise.

(3) An analysis of the abatement measures necessary to bring the facility into compliance.

(4) A noise abatement measures implementation schedule not to exceed a time frame of six (6) 
months without the written permission of the city's environmental services director. 

(5) Any other items required by the city's environmental services director.

(b) A new or proposed facility that has the potential to exceed the noise limitation levels contained in this 
article may be required by the city's environmental services director to submit a noise abatement 
study to the city, prior to the issuance of any building permits, that details the steps that will be taken 
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to ensure the facility will be in compliance. The study must be conducted by a qualified person 
approved by the city's environmental services director. The study must contain at a minimum the 
following: 

(1) A description of the facility.

(2) An analysis of the source of the noise.

(3) An analysis of the abatement measures necessary to bring the facility into compliance.

(4) A noise abatement measures implementation schedule not to exceed the facility's construction 
schedule without the written permission of the city's environmental services director. 

(5) Any other items required by the city's environmental services director.

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-284. - Right of entry; inspection and monitoring. 

(a) The city's representative shall have the right to enter the premises of any person to determine 
whether the person is complying with all requirements of this article. Persons shall allow inspecting 
or monitoring personnel ready access to all parts of the premises for the purposes of inspection, 
monitoring, records examination and copying, and the performance of any additional duties. 

(1) Where security measures are in force which require proper identification and clearance before 
entry into its premises, a person shall make necessary arrangements with its security guards so 
that, upon presentation of suitable identification, the city's representative will be permitted to 
enter without delay for the purposes of performing specific responsibilities. 

(2) The city's representatives shall have the right to set up on a person's property, such devices as 
are necessary to conduct monitoring of a person's operations. 

(3) Unreasonable delays in allowing the inspecting or monitoring personnel access to a person's 
premises shall be a violation of this article. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Sec. 13-285. - Punishment for violations, other remedies. 

(a) Any person, firm, or corporation who violates any provision of this article is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction is punishable by a fine as provided in section 1-8 of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Grand Prairie, or any amendment thereto or renumbering thereof, for violations of public 
health, for each act of violation and for each day of violation. 

(b) Any person, firm, or corporation who obstructs, impedes, or interferes with a representative of the 
city, with a representative of a city department, with monitoring equipment, or with a person who has 
been ordered to abate a situation pursuant to this article and who is lawfully engaged in such 
abatement is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is punishable by a fine as provided in 
section 1-8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Grand Prairie, or any amendment thereto or 
renumbering thereof, for violations of public health for each act of violation and for each day of 
violation. 

(c) In addition to proceeding under authority of subsections (a) and (b) of this section, the city is entitled 
to pursue all other criminal and civil remedies to which it is entitled under authority of statutes or 
other ordinances against a person, firm, or corporation that remains in violation of this article. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)
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Sec. 13-286. - Administrative liability. 

(a) No officer, agent, or employee of the city shall be personally liable for any damage that may accrue 
to persons or property as a result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of such person's 
duties under this article. 

(b) Any suit brought against any officer, agent, or employee of the city as a result of any act required or 
permitted in this discharge of such duties under this article shall be defended by the city attorney 
until the final determination of the proceedings therein. 

(Ord. No. 6325, § 2, 10-3-00)

Secs. 13-287—13-299. - Reserved. 


